MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA    195

by Stainville himself, though later, when, as the Duke of
Choiseul, he became the French Foreign Minister, he,
too, tried to end hostilities. In 1757 it was largely due
to Madame de Pompadour's increasing hatred of Fred-
erick that Bernis's proposals were not accepted by the
King of France. She wanted to see him utterly crushed
by this war. " I hate the King of Prussia/' Madame de
Pompadour wrote, "I hate him more than ever. . . . Let
us demolish this Attila of the North, then I shall be as
contented as I am at present ill-humoured."

In 1758 all of the belligerent countries again began
to think of peace. None of the Powers were satisfied
with their doubtful gains during this campaign. Pitt,
resolved to give Prussia England's active support, had
reorganised the Hanoverian army, and placed it under
the able command of Ferdinand of Brunswick, In
June he won a victory over a French army at Krefeld
and drove them across the Rhine. In August, however,
Frederick defeated the Russians at Zoradorf, in Branden-
burg, in the most terrible and sanguinary battle of the
entire war.

Immediately after the battle of Zorndorf, Frederick
marched his armies back to Silesia. The Austrian
forces, under Daun, were assembled near the village of
Hochkirch. Frederick was too weary from the long
march to think clearly. He disregarded the advice of
his generals and attacked the enemy. The battle of
Hochkirch, fought on October 14, was an outstanding
Austrian victory. Silesia had once more been con-
quered by Maria Theresa's armies, but it remained in
Austrian hands only for a short time* For, though
the battle of Hochkirch had driven Frederick into the
defensive, he quickly recaptured his Silesiau fortresses*
and besieged Qlmiitz, in Bohemia*